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2.2.2. Permitting and setting of conditions for smaller waste treatment plants (AT) 

 Member State: Austria (Vorarlberg)  

Permitting steps: 
1. Application 
2. Assessment 

Relevant EU legal 
requirement: 

Waste Framework 
Directive 

Geographical level: National 

Implementation: Since November 2002   

 

Context 

Article 23(1) WFD defines that “any establishment or 

undertaking intending to carry out waste treatment” is 

subject to permit obligations; waste treatment being 

defined in Article 3(14) WFD as “recovery or disposal 

operations, including preparation prior to recovery or 

disposal”. Member States may exempt waste recovery 

establishments or undertakings and waste disposal 

establishments in case of own non-hazardous waste at 

the place of production (Article 24). In that case, 

general rules have to be laid down by the 

corresponding Member State (Article 25(1) and (2) 

WFD). 

According to Article 26 WFD professional collectors, 

transporters and dealers/brokers are subject to 

registration by Member States. 

The following procedural requirements for permits are 

set by the WFD:  

 Article 23(2) WFD states that a permit may be 

granted for a specific period and may be renewable;  

 Article 23(5) WFD: Permits produced under the 

waste management regime may be combined with 

other permits; 

 Article 23(1) (a) to (f) lists a number of parameters 

which are a necessary part of each permit in the 

sense of Article 23 (“minimum content”); 

 Article 23(3) clarifies that the MS authority shall 

refuse to issue the permit if the intended method of 

treatment is unacceptable from the point of view of 

environmental protection, in particular when the 

method is not in accordance with Article 13. 

 

 

 

Objective 

The Austrian permitting system aims at an efficient 

implementation of EU and Austrian waste legislation also 

considering smaller treatment plants and involving the 

relevant stakeholders. The permit may be issued if the 

plant meets certain environmental and safety criteria 

(esp. concerning the air, soil, water and human well 

being).  

Description 

The Austrian Federal State “Vorarlberg” applies a 

thorough permitting system also including smaller waste 

management operation plants. Every waste management 

treatment plant in general needs a permit, including 

recovery establishments. Permit procedures will be 

realised in very close cooperation between the applying 

facility and the authority, based on the following pillars: 

 On regular basis a hearing is held and a written 

permit is issued; 

 The local governmental body is regularly party of the 

permitting process and representing the interests of 

the citizens: 

 Neighbours of the planned facility are involved and 

may seek appeal if in their opinion the administrative 

ruling is wrong. They can raise reasonable doubts 

concerning their safety/well being.  

In cases where no infringement of rights of the 

neighbours is to be expected, a formal hearing is not held 

(e.g. very small facilities with no expected effect to the 

neighbourhood). 

Beside the necessity of the permit and the (electronic) 

registration of the plant, the operator also has to be 

licensed. For this, the operator has to show knowledge 

of the waste treating business and in must not be fined 

for certain environmental violations in the past. One 

must not do business if permission is not valid.  

1. Application 

 
2. Assessment  

3. Issue a Permit 

4. Follow up 
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For a complete new project the process may seem 

complex at first. However the applied practice has 

proven to be the smartest way for all involved parties, 

showing the following benefits: 

 The company gets legal clarity concerning the plant; 

civil legal action is limited if a permit is issued after 

a hearing. This is also valid to some extent 

concerning administrative law. 

 The operator takes benefit of extensive legal advice 

concerning the whole environmental and industrial 

administrative law, which is free of charge.   

 He also gets to know what technical issues could be 

solved before a formal application process is started 

and can therefore save considerable time in the 

whole process.   

 After the pre-hearing stage an applicant normally 

can calculate the economic costs on the conditions 

on which the permission is based.  

 It is also strongly recommended that the operator 

seeks a pre-hearing with town officials and 

neighbours. This has proven to be an especially 

effective way of minimising formal complaints and 

helps to maintain a good relationship. 

 The benefit for the authority lies in the much higher 

standard of the application documents which are 

afterwards a part of the permission.  

For small facilities, where no other waste-processing 

takes place, the permit may be issued by the more 

common county authorities for commercial 

administrative law. All other waste treatment plants, 

including landfills for soil and agricultural-biogas-plants, 

are centralised. This helps to keep the expertise at a high 

level. To the benefit of the applicant the proceedings will 

follow the “one-stop-shop” rule, meaning that the waste 

management operator has to consult only one authority, 

which then is in charge to involve other authorities to 

include all permitting aspects. This minimises 

bureaucratic redundancy and the permission includes 

nearly all concerned federal and state laws. 

Every permit procedure will be finalised with an on-site 

verification inspection where the conditions set for the 

facility will be assessed (final routine inspection). If no 

further case or incident based inspections are 

performed, routine inspections are realised at least every 

five years. The results of each inspection will be inserted 

in a file notice which is available for other authorities and 

technical experts. Routinely the operator gets a feedback 

which may not only concern technical but also legal 

aspects. It also helps to keep the operator current on 

legal changes which may be of bigger effect for his 

business. 

 

  

Further information: 
www.vorarlberg.at/abfallwirtschaft 
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